
Autowatch Launches Canada’s First Alcohol-Sensitive Immobilizer With Wireless Breathalyzer 

System designed to help reduce loss of life and more than 2 billion dollar cost of alcohol-related motor vehicle incidents*Annually

November 28, 2008 – Fergus, Ontario – Autowatch today launched Canada’s first alcohol-sensitive immobilizer with a wireless Breathalyzer hand held device. The immobilizer technology provides protection from a vehicle being started and driven by an individual whose blood-alcohol content is higher than a pre-determined level with instant SMS over limit alert capability for a concerned parent or fleet manager. The wireless device allows easy breath sample downloading and information analysis without having to have the vehicle brought into a costly work bay or service center and works in all types of vehicles including cars, vans, large tractor-trailers, construction machinery, busses, motorcycles and recreational craft, whether they are12 or 24 volt systems.
Autowatch’s Alcohol-Sensitive Immobilizer offers a proven technology that can significantly reduce risk of alcohol-related motor vehicle incidents by eliminating the human decision to drive or not drive. There is considerable opportunity to bolster alcohol interlock programs across Canada and increase public safety, underlined strongly in September 2008, when MADD Canada called for mandatory alcohol ignition interlock programs nation-wide.  According to MADD’s “Rating the Provinces and Territories on Ignition Interlock Programs: The 2008 Report Card,” no Province or Territory scored a grade higher than C+.

OCCID (Ontario Community Council for Impaired Drivers) reminds drivers that consequences for impaired driving in Ontario are significant:

· Drivers with a BAC over .05 are immediately suspended from driving for 12 hours* (*increased consequences coming in 2009)

· Drivers charged with a BAC over .08 are immediately suspended from driving for 90 days 

· Drivers charged with over .08 this holiday season typically results in the loss of regular driving privileges for more than two years (until February 2011) and other consequences such as expensive insurance coverage.

· For those who want to drive again - a conviction will cost a minimum of $20,000

Visit www.occid.org for more information.

Autowatch’s Alcohol-Sensitive Immobilizer is designed for

· Government offender programs 

· Fleet and driver management

· Insurance purposes
· Corporate governing
· Concerned Parents
· Individuals who feel they need the support of the technology
* MADD “real dollar model” as provided by Applied Research and Evaluation Services University of British Columbia
The Alcohol-Sensitive Immobilizer includes such features as:

· Vehicle Blocking System (VBS) - wired into the vehicle’s starting and fuel circuit (Also provides a vehicle anti theft immobilization.)

· Driver change/reset button with LED – for multiple drivers of the same vehicle.

· Wireless Alcohol Breathalyzer.

· Random sample requests to avoid providing of false samples.

· Data retrieval to computer desktop for sample timing and information analysis.

· SMS notification option on failed or refused breath samples.

· 12 or 24 volt compatible.

About Autowatch

Autowatch is the worldwide leader in Government and Insurance aftermarket approved vehicle security systems, with insurance-approved systems in 32 countries, and has been in Canada since 1997. More than 100,000 vehicles are protected by Autowatch security systems certified by the ULC S-338-98 standard, with zero reported successful thefts. Autowatch introduced the first vehicle security system to be approved by the Insurance Bureau of Canada and tested by the Underwriter’s Laboratory of Canada in 1998 (S338 Standard) supported by IBC, MPI, CAA, BCAA, ICBC, VSIB, NCTRAT. Autowatch products are manufactured in South Africa with roots in military electronic design production also providing upper OEM’s and meet the highest standards globally by government and insurance organizations for anti-theft devices. For a complete list of certified installation facilities, customers can call (800) 646-3132 or visit www.autowatchcanada.com. 
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